
LEARN-BY-HEART
CATECHETICAL 
WEEK 22

Verse:
	  Jeremiah 31:34b
Catechism:
	 Confession and the Office of 

the Keys: What is Confession? 
What is the Office of the Keys? 
Where is this written? What 
do you believe according to 
these words?

Leaders:
	 Verse: Allison H.
	What is Confession?:
		Elizabeth B.
	What is the Office of the 
Keys?: Christian A.

	 Where is this written?: 
		 Sarah B.
	 What do you believe 

according to these words?: 
		 August C.
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RECENT HIGHLIGHTS:
	 •	The kindergarteners are 

enjoying hearing the story 
Columbus by Ingri and 
Edgar Parin D’Aulaire in their 
American history class.

	 •	The first graders learned 
that human bodies are made 
up of trillions of cells. They 
also contain carbon, iron, 
sodium, and chloride.

	 •	The third and fourth grade 
students prepared for their 
literature test by playing 
”Jeopardy.”

	 •	The fifth, sixth, and seventh 
graders wrote persuasive 
paragraphs on the 
importance of reading to 
young children. They are on 
display in the hallway- come 
and read them!

UPCOMING EVENTS
Feb 6	 –	Academy and Cherub 

Choirs sing
Feb 10	–	Valentine Exchange
Feb 11	 –	Winter Break
		  NO SCHOOL
Feb 11	 –	Fish Fry
Feb 14	–	Winter Break
		  NO SCHOOL
Feb 15	–	Board of Ed. Meeting
		  6:30pm
Feb 23	–	Milwaukee Symphony 

Orchestra field trip
		  grades 1–7
Feb 27	–	Christian Anderson’s 

birthday

CHOIR NOTES:
	 The Cherub and Academy 
Choirs should be ready to warm 
up at 7:10am this Sunday for 
Transfiguration.   No need to 
robe until after the warm up.  
	 Please encourage some 
listening to the Spring Concert 
songs in these next few weeks, 
especially with the long 
weekend coming.  It will help us 
get ahead!  Thank you!

ART NOTES:
•	Kindergarteners are busy 

preparing a background for 
their “Wild Things” using 
crayons and watercolors.

•	First graders have completed 
their paintings of a hibernating 
bear – with a silly twist. Look 
for them next week in the hall 
outside their room.

•	Third and fourth graders 
created a wintry background 
for their mono-print projects.

•	Fifth, sixth and seventh graders 
are continuing to experiment 
with various watercolor 
techniques to create a 
winter landscape. They are 
also exploring different 
approaches to brushwork to 
achieve particular effects.

SAVE YOUR PENNIES!
	 On February 1 we began a 
competition to see who can 
collect the most pennies. 
There are two jars in Miss Katie 
Laubenstein’s classroom: one for 
boys and one for girls. Students 
can place their pennies in the 
jars before school or during 
lunch.  Other coins and bills can 
be used to sabotage the other 
team.  For example, if a boy put a 
quarter into the girls’ jar it would 
cancel 25 of the girls’ pennies.  
All proceeds of the War will be 
donated to the SOS Center, a 
South Wisconsin District mission 
to children in urban Milwaukee.
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Top 10 Reasons to Learn Cursive
	 Developing an attractive, 
legible cursive handwriting style 
certainly has great aesthetic 
value, but it also has numerous 
mental, physical, social, and 
practical benefits.

1. Improved neural connections. 
Cursive handwriting stimulates 
the brain in ways that typing 
cannot. It improves the dynamic 
interplay of the left and right 
cerebral hemispheres, helps 
build neural pathways, and 
increases mental effectiveness. 
According to Virginia Berninger, 
a researcher and professor at 
the University of Washington, 
“Pictures of brain activity have 
illustrated that sequential 
finger movements used in 
handwriting activated massive 
regions of the brain involved 
in thinking, language, and 
working memory. Handwriting 
differs from typing because it 
requires executing sequential 
finger strokes to form a letter, 
whereas keyboarding only 
involves touching a key.”

2. Improved ability to read cursive. 
When individuals cannot read 
cursive, they are cursively 
illiterate in their own language. 
The ability to read cursive is 
required in many settings.

3.	Increased writing speed. 
The connectivity of a simple 
cursive style is faster to 
write than the stop and-start 

strokes of printing. Speed 
has been shown to increase 
attention span during writing. 
This increases continuity and 
fluidity in writing, which in turn 
encourages greater amounts of 
writing.

4.	Improved fine motor skills. 
“Cursive handwriting naturally 
develops sensory skills. Through 
repetition the children begin to 
understand how much force 
needs to be applied to the pencil 
and paper, the positioning of the 
pencil to paper at the correct 
angle, and motor planning 
to form each letter in fluid 
motion from left to right. This 
physical and spatial awareness 
allows them to write, but more 
importantly, builds the neural 
foundation of sensory skills 
needed for a myriad of everyday 
tasks such as buttoning, 
fastening, tying shoes, picking 
up objects, copying words 
from blackboards, and most 
importantly, reading.” (Cutting 
Cursive, The Real Cost. Candace 
Meyer, CEO, Minds-in-Motion, 
Inc.)

5. Increased retention. The act of 
taking notes by hand instead 
of on a computer encourages a 
student to process the content 
and reframe it, which leads 
to better understanding and 
retention. Studies indicate that 
college students remembered 
information better one week 
later when they transcribed 
a paragraph in cursive than 
when they printed it or used a 
keyboard.

6.	Ease of learning. Printing is 
more difficult than cursive due 
to the frequent stop-and-start 

motion when forming letters. 
In addition, some printed 
letters look similar and are 
easily reversed, like the b and 
d, which is often confusing to 
children. Cursive is of particular 
value to children with learning 
challenges such as dyslexia, 
dysgraphia, and difficulties 
with attention.

7. Improved legibility and spelling 
ability. Cursive requires children 
to write from left to right so that 
the letters will join in proper 
sequence and with proper 
spacing, making their writing 
easier to read. It also aids 
with spelling through muscle 
memory, as the hand acquires 
memory of spelling patterns 
through fluid movements that 
are used repeatedly. This is the 
same phenomenon that occurs 
when pianists learn patterns 
of hand movements through 
continued repetition.

8.	Increased self-discipline. 
Cursive handwriting is complex, 
and is inherently associated 
with the development of fine-
motor skills and hand-eye 
coordination. Learning cursive 
prompts children to also 
develop self-discipline, which 
is a useful skill in all areas of life.

9.	Higher quality signature. 
Cursive handwriting will 
improve the attractiveness, 
legibility, and fluidity of one’s 
signature.

10.Increased self-respect. The 
ability to master the skill of 
writing clearly and fluidly 
improves the students’ 
confidence to communicate 
freely with the written word. 
Handwriting is a vital life skill.


