
The Congregation at Prayer 
A Guide for Daily Meditation and Prayer 

For the Week of the First Sunday after Christmas 
December 27 through January 3, 2021 

 

Catechesis Notes for the Week —Psalm 104:1-15—Psalm of Praise to the Glory of God who Provides Daily Bread—
Everything that we need God provides. This is the fundamental teaching of the First Article of the Creed and the Fourth 
Petition of the Lord’s Prayer. How often are we assaulted by the temptation NOT to trust in the Lord God who is the Creator 
and Provider of all things needful AND our Savior from sin. The first portion of psalm 104 begins as Psalm 103 began, the 
psalmists own prayer that his soul would bless the Lord because the Lord is great, clothed with honor and majesty, and as the 
One who orders both the temporal and the spiritual realm. He created the angels. He laid the foundation of the earth. The 
creation is ordered and sustained by His will. He provides the water to replenish the earth and sustain all of life. He is the 
One who sends springs of water, gives every beast of the field to drink, and sustains the birds of the air. Reliance, 
dependence, confidence, and joy in the Lord is the faith to which Psalm 104 calls us. We need this psalm more than ever as 
our world rejects the ongoing creative and sustaining work of God in His creation in favor of a godless, man-centered, 
naturalistic worldview. Let us not be afraid. God will provide us with daily bread. Let us pray that we would learn to believe 
this and to receive all of our daily bread with thanksgiving, for He brings “forth food from the earth, and wine that makes 
glad the heart of man, oil to make his face shine, and bread which strengthens man’s heart.” 

 

The Order of Meditation and Prayer 
Pray and confess loud as much from the order of meditation and prayer as you are able, or as your family size and ages dictate. Learn by heart the 
verse, catechism, and hymn of the week.  

Theme: Let Your Servants Depart This Life in Peace and Joy! 
Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Apostles’ Creed 

Verse: Galatians 4:6-7 
And because you are sons,  
God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying out, “Abba, Father!”  
Therefore you are no longer a slave but a son,  
and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ. 

Psalm 104:1-15 and/or the appointed daily psalms listed below.  
Prayer on the Psalm: Bless the Lord, O my soul! O Lord You are very great: You are clothed with honor and majesty and give 

us all that we need to support us in our body and life. Grant us to receive our daily bread with thanksgiving and to rely upon 
You with joy and confidence to provide for all our needs, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

Daily Psalms Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 
Morning 
Evening 

34 
19, 121 

2 
110, 111 

96 
132, 97 

93 
89:1-52 

98 
45, 96 

97 
99, 8 

48 
45, 29 

111 
107, 15 

Bible Readings for the Week: 
 Bible Narrative Second Reading 
Sunday 
 
Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday 
Saturday 

Christmas 1: The Presentation—Luke 2:22-40 
St. John, Apostle and Evangelist: John 21:20-26 
The Holy Innocents, Martyrs: Matthew 2:13-18 
The Purification of Mary—Luke 2:22-24 
Simeon Receives the Christ Child—Luke 2:25-32 
New Year’s Eve: Luke 12:35-40 
Circumcision and Name of Jesus: Luke 2:21 
Jacob Is Sent to Egypt—Genesis 46:1-7 

 
1 John 1:1—2:2 
Jeremiah 31:15-17 
Isaiah 49:1-13 
Isaiah 55:1-13 
Romans 8:31b-39 
Galatians 3:23-29 
1 Peter 4:12-19 

The Catechism: The Creed— The Third Article 
What is the Third Article of the Creed? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy Christian church,  
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Preschool + 
 



What does this mean? 
I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; 
but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel,  
enlightened me with His gifts,  
sanctified and kept me in the true faith.  
In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth,  
and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. 

First Grade + 

In this Christian church He daily and richly forgives all my sins and the sins of all believers. 
On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead,  
and give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ. 
This is most certainly true. 

Second Grade + 

Prayers: In Our Prayers at Peace, and the Collect for the Week 

In Our Prayers this Week 
Baptismal Birthdays: Angie Clark (12/27), Dave Steinhilb (12/28), Andrew Schneider (12/30), Brian and Rachel Galles,  

Nicola Giordano (12/31), Chris Clark (1/1). 
Wedding Anniversaries: Paul and Judy Woehrmann (12/27). 
The sick:  

All those recovering from the Coronavirus. 
Harold Kampin hospitalized for observation – heart issues. 
Duane Perry hospitalized after several strokes and other medical complications. 
Bob Corso recuperating from a recent hospitalization for intestinal ailments. 
Carl Duwe, in hospice care; Jeremy LaFore and his family as he battles ALS. 
Jim Nitzsche, Brian Nienabor, Roger Laubenstein, Jill Franklin, and Allison Witte in treatment for cancer. 

Collect for the week of the First Sunday after Christmas:  
O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation of Your Son yet more wondrously restored 
our human nature. Grant that we may ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Collect for St. John, Apostle and Evangelist (December 27): 
Merciful Lord, cast the bright beams of Your light upon Your Church that we, being instructed in the doctrine of Your blessed 
apostle and evangelist John, may come to the light of everlasting life; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Collect for the Holy Innocents, Martyrs (December 28): 
Almighty God, the martyred innocents of Bethlehem showed forth Your praise not by speaking but by dying.  Put to death in us all 
that is in conflict with Your will that our lives may bear witness to the faith we profess with our lips; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Collect for the New Year (December 31):  
Eternal God, we commit to Your mercy and forgiveness the year now ending and commend to Your blessing and love the times yet 
to come.  In the new year, abide among us with Your Holy Spirit that we may always trust in the saving name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Collect for the Circumcision and Name of Jesus (January 1):  
Lord God, You made Your beloved Son, our Savior, subject to the Law and caused Him to shed His blood on our behalf.  Grant us 
the true circumcision of the Spirit that our hearts may be made pure from all sins; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer and Morning or Evening Prayer from the Catechism 
Hymn of the Week    “Let All Together Praise Our God”           389 
 

Looking forward to the Second Sunday after Christmas                                                                          January 3, 2021 
Hymns: 378, TLH 273, 370, 546, 517 (St. 1, 9, 3), 725 
Genesis 46:1-7: Joseph brought his father Jacob and his family to Egypt according to the Lord’s will and the Lord sustained them 
there with His promise: “I am God, the God of your father; do not fear to go down to Egypt, for I will make of you a great nation. I 
will go down with you to Egypt, and I will also surely bring you up again.” 
1 Peter 4:12-19: The Apostle Peter encourages us to rejoice when we suffer for our faith and for doing what is right in our 
vocation. At such times we are partakers of Christ’s suffering and are confessing our faith in Him. 
Matthew 2:13-23: The Second Sunday after Christmas does not occur very often in the Church Year. When it does, it gives us 
opportunity to see, even more vividly, that Jesus was born to suffer and die. Herod’s murderous plots against Him cause Mary and 
Joseph to flee to Egypt according to the Lord’s Word. In the slaughter of the Holy Innocents we see the depth of human wickedness 
and Jesus’ future fate as the innocent One who will suffer for the guilty. In the Holy family’s sojourn out of Egypt and avoidance of 
Judea, we see how God’s providence directed Him to live in Nazareth of Galilee. All things unfolded for our salvation according to 
the good and gracious will of God and according to the Scriptures.   
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