
The Congregation at Prayer 
A Guide for Daily Meditation and Prayer 

For the Week of Septuagesima Sunday 
January 31 through February 7, 2021 

 

Catechesis Notes for the Week —Psalm 106:24-48—A Meditation Upon God’s Mercy in Israel’s Rebellion—The 
second half of Psalm 106 is a meditation upon all the many ways that the Children of Israel had rebelled against the 
Lord. He had been their God and faithful Savior, and yet they so often refused to hear His Word. They defiled 
themselves by committing spiritual adultery with the nations around them. They brought oppression upon themselves 
because of their wayward ways. God’s wrath was justly kindled against them because of their rebellion. Their enemies 
oppressed them as instruments of God’s judgment against them. “Many times He delivered them; but they rebelled 
against Him by their counsel, and were brought low for their iniquity. Nevertheless He regarded their affliction, when 
He heard their cry; and for their sake He remembered His covenant, and relented according to the multitude of His 
mercies.” If it were not for the Lord’s faithfulness, mercy, and grace toward the children of Israel, their history would 
have been totally tragic and would have ended in utter despair. At no time did the Lord ever turn His back upon the 
remnant faithful who, with broken and contrite hearts, turned to Him. So we pray with our ancient brothers and sisters: 
“Save us, O LORD our God, and gather us from among the Gentiles to give thanks to Your holy name, and to triumph in 
Your praise. Blessed be the LORD God of Israel from everlasting to everlasting!” 

 

The Order of Meditation and Prayer 
Pray and confess loud as much from the order of meditation and prayer as you are able, or as your family size and ages dictate. Learn 
by heart the verse, catechism, and hymn of the week.  

Theme: We Are Saved by Grace Alone! 
Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Apostles’ Creed 

Verse: Psalm 130:3-5 
If You, LORD, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand?  
4 But there is forgiveness with You, that You may be feared.  
5 I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in His word I do hope. 

Psalm 106:24-48 and/or the appointed daily psalms listed below.  
Prayer on the Psalm: Most merciful God and Father, as You were faithful to Your covenant of grace to the rebellious 

children of Israel, be faithful to us; deliver us from impenitence, and save us from every sin and error through the 
merits and intercession of Your only Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Daily Psalms Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 
Morning 
Evening 

103 
104 

105 
106 

107 
108 

109 
110, 111 

112, 113 
114 

115 
116 

117, 118 
120, 121 

119:1-24 
119:25-48 

Bible Readings for the Week: 
 Bible Narrative Second Reading 
Sunday 
Monday 
Tuesday 
 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday 
Saturday 

The Parable of the Workers in the Vineyard—Mt. 20:1-16 
The Parable of the Prodigal Son (Part 1)—Luke 15:11-24 
The Parable of the Prodigal Son (Part 2)—Luke 15:25-32 
The Purification & Presentation—Luke 2:22-32 
David’s Sin with Bathsheba—2 Samuel 11:1-27 
The Prophet Nathan Confronts David—2 Samuel 12:1-25 
The Miraculous Catch of Fish—Luke 5:1-11 
The Power of the Word of God—Isaiah 55:10-13 

 
Jeremiah 31:31-34 
Psalm 51 
 
Psalm 32 
John 20:19-23 
Matthew 28:18-20 
Hebrews 4:9-13 

The Catechism: Confession  
What is Confession?  
Confession has two parts. 
First, that we confess our sins, 
and second, that we receive absolution,  
that is, forgiveness, from the pastor as from God Himself, 
not doubting,  
but firmly believing that by it our sins are forgiven before God in heaven. 

Kindergarten + 
 



What sins should we confess?  
Before God we should plead guilty of all sins, 
even those we are not aware of,  
as we do in the Lord's Prayer; 
but before the pastor we should confess only those sins which we know and feel in our hearts. 

Second Grade + 

Which are these?  
Consider your place in life according to the Ten Commandments: 
Are you a father, mother, son, daughter, husband wife, or worker? 
Have you been disobedient, unfaithful, or lazy? 
Have you been hot-tempered, rude, or quarrelsome? 
Have you hurt someone by your words or deeds? 
Have you stolen, been negligent, wasted anything, or done any harm? 

Third Grade + 

Prayers: Catechism Prayers, In Our Prayers at Peace, and the Collect for the Week 
Prayer before Confession 

Merciful Father, You promise us that if we confess our sins, You are faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness.  As I come before You for confession and absolution, teach me to consider my place in life according to the 
Ten Commandments.  Work in me true contrition and repentance.  Give me a desire to live a new life.  Help me to know and 
confess my sin truthfully.  As I receive my Savior’s forgiveness, comfort my conscience, renew my life, strengthen my faith in Him, 
and restore to me the joy of Your salvation.  All this I ask for the sake of my dear Lord Jesus Christ, who died for me and shed His 
blood for me upon the cross for the forgiveness of all my sins.  Amen.  

In Our Prayers this Week 
Baptismal Birthdays: Gwyneth Ferguson (1/31), Greta Hartwig (2/3). 
Wedding anniversaries: Lance and Ann Carus (2/5). 
The sick: All those recovering from the Coronavirus. Don Scholz in therapy. Jeanne Scholz hospitalized. Duane Perry in therapy. 

Larry Martin recovering from a broken leg. Jeremy LaFore as he battles ALS. Marlene Schaefer, recuperating from surgery.  
Jim Nitzsche, Brian Nienabor, Roger Laubenstein, Jill Franklin, and Allison Witte in treatment for cancer. 

Those who mourn:  Rev. Eamonn and Carolyn Ferguson and their family, who mourn the death of their infant son, David, 
Michael Eamonn Ferguson. 

Collect for the week of Septuagesima Sunday:  
O Lord, graciously hear the prayers of Your people that we who justly suffer the consequence of our sin may be mercifully 
delivered by Your goodness to the glory of Your name; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Collect for the Feast of the Purification of Mary and the Presentation of Our Lord: (February 2) 
Almighty and ever-living God, as Your only-begotten Son was this day presented in the temple in the substance of our flesh, grant 
that we may be presented to You with pure and clean hearts; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

Lord’s Prayer and Morning or Evening Prayer from the Catechism 

Hymn of the Week   “From Depths of Woe I Cry to Thee” (stanzas 1-3)                607 
 

Looking forward to Sexagesima Sunday                                                                                                 February 7, 2021 
Hymns: 578, 655, 589, 585, 545, 577 
Isaiah 55:10-13: The prophet Isaiah catechizes us on the power and efficacy of God’s Word.  God’s Word gives life.  It creates 
faith.  It bestows the blessings of God in Christ, according to His good and gracious will.  Everything depends upon God’s Word.  
God’s Word shall not return to Him void. It will accomplish the things for which He sends it. The Word of God is the power of God 
to salvation. It puts us to death in the preaching of repentance and it raises us to new life in the preaching of forgiveness.  Let us 
give thanks for the power and all-sufficiency of God’s Word. 
Hebrews 4:9-13: Amid the battles and struggles that the Church militant endures against her faith, the apostles’ words are most 
comforting: “There remains therefore a rest for the people of God.”  We are “diligent to enter that rest” by faithfully hearing the 
Word of God which is “living and powerful.”  God’s Word kills and it makes alive that we might find our lives and eternal rest 
only in Him who bore the brunt of the battle for us.  
Luke 8:4-15: The seed that is planted in the ground appears so lifeless and insignificant, yet from the seed there springs forth new 
life. The Word of God is life-giving seed. It is planted into the soil of the human heart. It is the source of the new life of faith in 
Christ. Apart from the Word there is no faith, life, or salvation. Observe the way in which God sows the seed of the Word which is 
so different from the common human sower. He sows the Seed of the Word everywhere! It falls on the wayside, among the rocks, 
and among the thorns and thistles. This is not the way of the so-called “skilled sower.” To sow seed in this way would be such a 
waste by the world’s standards. But that is the way God operates. He preaches His Word, even where it might appear to be 
wasteful and useless, so great is His desire to shed the love of Christ abroad in the hearts of sinners. This parable teaches us that 
the miracle of faith is dependent upon the Word of God. It teaches us that the enemies of faith are Satan, persecution, and the 
riches of this world. With man it is impossible to overcome these threats to faith, but not with God; with God all things are 
possible, even deliverance from these enemies. 
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