
The Congregation at Prayer 
A Guide for Daily Meditation and Prayer 

For the Week of Sexagesima Sunday 
February 7 through February 14, 2021 

 

Catechesis Notes for the Week —Psalm 107:1-16—Thanksgiving for Eternal Mercy—One of the most repeated 
phrases in the Psalter are the opening words of Psalm 107: “Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for He is good! For His 
mercy endures forever.” The Lord’s mercy is His undeserved loving-kindness toward us sinners in His Son. It is the 
mercy of God that is the heart and core of our redemption. Psalm 107 calls the redeemed of the Lord to confess His 
mercy to everyone. He has delivered us by His mercy. He saves us by His mercy. Apart from His mercy we have no 
claim to any of the blessings of the Lord. Therefore, we confess His mercy to us as sinners before the world that others, 
too, may know, believe, and trust in His mercy. He has saved us from Satan. He rescues us from every distress. When we 
cry out to Him He answers us. He satisfies the longing soul with His good gifts. Even when He brought down the 
Children of Israel because of their rebellion and misbelief, He did so that they might return to His mercy as the fountain 
and source of their life. “Oh that men would give thanks to the Lord for His goodness, and for His wonderful works to 
the children of men!” 

 

The Order of Meditation and Prayer 
Pray and confess loud as much from the order of meditation and prayer as you are able, or as your family size and ages dictate. Learn 
by heart the verse, catechism, and hymn of the week.  

Theme: Your Word Is a Lamp to My Feet! 
Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Apostles’ Creed 

Verse: Isaiah 1:18 
“Come now, and let us reason together,” says the LORD,  
“though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow;  
though they are red like crimson, they shall be as wool.” 

Psalm 107:1-16 and/or the appointed daily psalms listed below.  
Prayer on the Psalm: Oh Lord, grant us to give thanks to You for Your eternal mercy and goodness toward us in Christ. 

You are our Redeemer from all our enemies. May we never turn away from You but abide in the comfort and 
consolation of Your love all the days of our lives, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

Daily Psalms Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 
Morning 
Evening 

119:1-24 
119:25-48 

119:49-72 
119:73-88 

119:89-112 
119:113-136 

119:137-152 
119:153-176 

122, 123 
124 

125, 126 
127 

128, 129 
130 

131, 132 
133, 134 

Bible Readings for the Week: 
 Bible Narrative Second Reading 
Sunday 
Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday 
Saturday 

The Parable of the Sower and the Seed—Luke 8:4-15 
Jesus Forgives the Paralytic—Matthew 9:1-13 
Jesus Sends Out the Twelve—Matthew 9:35—10:20, 40 
Holy Absolution for the Erring Brother—Matthew 18:14-22 
The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant—Matthew 18:21-35 
No School—Paul Addresses Ephesian Pastors—Acts 20:26-32 
Strengthen the Weak Hands—Isaiah 35:3-7 

 
2 Corinthians 4:1-15 
2 Timothy 4:1-5 
Romans 10:8-17 
1 John 1:5-10 
Galatians 6:1-5 
1 Corinthians 13:1-13 

The Catechism: Confession and the Office of the Keys 
What is Confession?  
Confession has two parts. First, that we confess our sins, and second, that we receive absolution,  
that is, forgiveness, from the pastor as from God Himself, 
not doubting, but firmly believing that by it our sins are forgiven before God in heaven. 

Kindergarten + 
 

What is the Office of the Keys?  
The Office of the Keys is that special authority which Christ has given to His church on earth 
to forgive the sins of repentant sinners, 
but to withhold forgiveness from the unrepentant as long as they do not repent. 

First Grade + 

Where is this written?  
This is what St. John the Evangelist writes in chapter twenty: 
The Lord Jesus breathed on His disciples and said, Receive the Holy Spirit. 
If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; 
if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven. [John 20:22-23] 

Second Grade + 



What do you believe according to these words?  
I believe that when the called ministers of Christ deal with us by His divine command, 
in particular when they exclude openly unrepentant sinners from the Christian congregation 
and absolve those who repent of their sins and want to do better, 
this is just as valid and certain, even in heaven, as if Christ our dear Lord dealt with us Himself. 

Third Grade + 

Prayers: Catechism Prayers, Daily Themes for Prayer (LSB p. 294), In Our Prayers at Peace, and the Collect for the Week 
Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Office of the Keys  

O Lord Jesus, we give thanks to You that You have given to Your church on earth that special authority to forgive the sins of 
repentant sinners, but to withhold forgiveness from the unrepentant as long as they do not repent.  Grant faithfulness to Your 
church and her ministers in preaching the Gospel and administering Your Sacraments.  Deliver us from all impenitence and 
unbelief.  Give us truly repentant hearts that, confessing our sins and fleeing to Your mercy, we might receive from You the full 
and free forgiveness of all our sins.  By Your forgiveness, strengthen our faith in You and grant us to live in faithfulness and love 
toward others.  In Your holy name we pray.  Amen.  

 

Prayer for Confidence to Believe in the Promise of the Office of the Keys 
O Lord Jesus, You gave the gift of the Holy Spirit to Your disciples and promised that if they forgive anyone his sins, they are 
forgiven; and if they do not forgive them, they are not forgiven. Grant us to believe Your promise, so that we receive the ministry 
of our pastors in repentant faith and with the confidence that they are speaking on Your behalf and for the sake of our souls’ 
salvation.  In Your holy name we pray. Amen. 

 

Prayer to Receive the Ministry of Your Pastor 
Heavenly Father, I thank You for the gift of the Office of the Holy Ministry.  Give faithfulness to my pastor as he calls me to 
repentance and faith in Your Son.  Strengthen me to believe that when my pastor deals with me by Christ’s divine command—
whether he excludes me from the Lord’s Supper for a time in order to call me to repentance, or absolves me when, by the grace of 
God, I repent of my sins and want to do better—that this is just as valid and certain, even in heaven, as if Christ, my dear Lord, 
dealt with me Himself; through the same Jesus Christ, my Lord and Savior.  Amen. 

In Our Prayers this Week 
Baptismal Birthdays: Bill Spilger, Staci Anderson (2/7), McKenna DePue (2/8), Abby DePue (2/11), Jeannine Gabel (2/12). 
The sick: All those recovering from the Coronavirus. Duane Perry in therapy. 

Larry Martin recovering from a broken leg. Jeremy LaFore as he battles ALS.  
Jim Nitzsche, Brian Nienabor, Roger Laubenstein, Jill Franklin, and Allison Witte in treatment for cancer. 
Those who mourn: The families of Don Scholz, and Esther McGovern (mother-in-law of Terry O’Neill) who mourn their 
deaths. 

Collect for the week of Sexagesima Sunday:  
O God, the strength of all who put their trust in You, mercifully grant that by Your power we may be defended against all 
adversity; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer and Morning or Evening Prayer from the Catechism 

Hymn of the Week   “As Surely as I live,’ God Said” (stanzas 5-8)           614 
 

Looking forward to Quinquagesima Sunday                                                                                        February 14, 2021 
Hymns: 398, 556, 849, 685, 620, 718 
1 Samuel 16:1-13: It is an article of faith that God blesses us, not because of our goodness, but according to His promise of grace. 
This truth is confessed in the choice of David to be Israel’s King: “The Lord does not see as man sees; for man looks at the 
outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” David’s older brothers were all paraded before Samuel as if they were more 
worthy to be King than their younger brother David. David was chosen by grace. He was a man after God’s own heart of love. 
Though he was not chosen for his looks, yet “he was ruddy, with bright eyes, and good looking.” But even his handsome form was 
a gift of God’s grace. In the end, God’s grace elevated David to office and sustained him throughout his life and reign as King. 
1 Corinthians 13:1-13: The love of Christ that moved Him to suffer and die for the sins of the whole world is described by  
St. Paul. It is the love of God in Christ that “suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not 
puffed up; does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; does not rejoice in iniquity, but 
rejoices in the truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never fails.”  Love is 
called the greatest of the three —faith, hope, and love—because without Christ’s love for us we would have nothing in which 
to believe and hope. Out of the reception of this love of Christ every spiritual blessing in Christ flows forth from the heart 
and life of a Christian. 
Luke 18:31-43: Jesus spoke clearly about His passion, death, and resurrection, yet “these things were hidden” from the 
disciples, so that they did not understand His words. It was necessary that the Son of Man suffer and die alone, for salvation 
from sin, death, and hell is entirely the work of our Lord. It must be received by us as a gift alone or it cannot be received at 
all. For their benefit the disciples were prevented from knowing these words, lest anyone of them boast in his superior 
knowledge or understanding. The mysteries of the faith are revealed to the blind by the Spirit of God, and so, Jesus has 
mercy upon blind Bartemaeus, opening his eyes, in token that the mysteries of salvation are revealed to us so that we might 
believe in the Lord and give all praise and glory to God. 
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