
The Congregation at Prayer 
A Guide for Daily Meditation and Prayer 

For the Week of the Fifth Sunday in Lent / Judica Sunday 
March 21 through March 28, 2021 

 

Catechesis Notes for the Week —Psalm 110—Psalm Announcing the Reign of Christ—Psalm 110 begins with David 
recounting a “conversation” between the God the Father and God the Son. Both are referred to by David as “Lord”— “the 
LORD said to my Lord, ‘Sit at My right hand, till I make Your enemies Your footstool.’” The passage refers to what will be the 
consummation of Jesus’ work of trampling the enemies of Satan, sin, and death underfoot. He will sit at the Father’s right 
hand. On account of the faithful sacrifice of the Son of God (“David’s Lord”), the LORD (God the Father) would place all 
these enemies under Jesus’ feet. The verse recalls the first promise of the Gospel concerning the “Seed of the Woman” (the 
Virgin-born Son of Mary) who would “crush the Serpent’s head” with His “heel”. By the redeeming work of His cross, Satan 
is conquered and the Father places all His enemies under Jesus’ feet. The rest of the psalm depicts the wonderful 
establishment of Christ’s kingdom as a kingdom of salvation, beauty, and new life for Christians of every tribe and nation. 
God the Father declared Jesus to be “a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.” Melchizedek appeared to 
Abraham in the Old Testament as a man who seemed to have no earthly lineage and yet Abraham paid tithes to him, 
indicating the superiority of his priesthood. Melchizedek is a type of Christ. His name means, “King of righteousness” and 
his office is fulfilled in Christ Jesus, the true King of Righteousness whose kingdom and priesthood would never end. 

 

The Order of Meditation and Prayer 
Pray and confess loud as much from the order of meditation and prayer as you are able, or as your family size and ages dictate. Learn 
by heart the verse, catechism, and hymn of the week.  

Theme: “Before Abraham was I AM” 
Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Apostles’ Creed 

Verse: Luke 11:28 
Blessed are those who hear the word of God and keep it! 

Psalm 110 and/or the appointed daily psalms listed below.  
Prayer on the Psalm: O Lord, our Lord, how excellent is Your name in all the earth. You have established Your kingdom of 

grace and salvation by Your death and resurrection. Every enemy of sin, Satan, and death is under Your feet. Bless us, O 
Lord, with fervent faith and confidence in Your eternal priesthood, for You are our King of Righteousness and peace, and 
You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Daily Psalms Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 
Morning 
Evening 

84 
42, 32 

119:73-80 
121, 6 

34 
25, 91 

5 
27, 51 

38 
126, 102 

22 
107, 130 

43 
31, 143 

84 
42, 32 

Bible Readings for the Week: 
 Bible Narrative Second Reading 
Sunday 
Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
 
Friday 
Saturday 

Before Abraham Was, “I AM”—John 8:42-59 
Jesus Is Anointed at Bethany—John 12:1-11 
Palm Sunday—John 12:12-26 
Midweek: Sanhedrin Murders Stephen—Acts 6:8-15; 7:51-60  
Jesus Washes the Disciples’ Feet—John 13:1-20 
The Annunciation of Our Lord—Luke 1:26-38 
A New Commandment Is Given—John 13:21-38 
The Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem—John 12:12-19 

 
Deuteronomy 15:7-11 
Psalm 118:1-20 
John 15:17-25 
Exodus 40:1-33 
 
Psalm 41 
Philippians 2:5-11 

The Catechism: What the Hearers Owe Their Pastors (Second Half) 
(Preschool children and everyone, review the primary texts of the fourth, fifth, and sixth commandments.) 

Honor your father and your mother. 
You shall not murder. 
You shall not commit adultery. 

 

What does God’s Word say the hearers of God’s Word owe their pastors? 
We ask you, brothers, to respect those who work hard among you, 
who are over you in the Lord and who admonish you. 

First Grade + 
1 Thessalonians 5:12 

Hold them in the highest regard in love because of their work. 
Live in peace with each other. 

Second Grade + 
1 Thessalonians 5:13 



Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. 
They keep watch over you as men who must give an account. 
Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, 
for that would be of no advantage to you. 

Third Grade + 
Hebrews 13:17 

Prayers: Catechism Prayers, In Our Prayers at Peace, and the Collect for the Week 
Prayer for Hearers of God’s Word: 

O Lord Jesus, we give thanks to You for the gift of pastors who preach Your saving Gospel and administer Your life-giving 
sacraments to us. Crucify our flesh and destroy all impenitence and unbelief in us, so that we who have received faithful 
instruction in the Word of God might provide generously for the support of our pastors. Teach us to believe that our pastors, 
who faithfully sow the seed and tread out the grain of Your Word, are worthy of their wages and are entitled to reap from 
what they have sown. Teach us to believe that preaching and teaching Your Word is the most important work that our 
pastors do, so that we might honor and support them in this work, live together with them in the peace of Your forgiveness, 
and hold them in the highest regard in love for the sake of the Gospel; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

In Our Prayers this Week 
Baptismal Birthdays: Megan Braunschweig (3/20), Martin Gehlbach (3/21), Luke Voss (3/22),  

Dorothy Muenzmaier (3/25), David Noack Jr., Emily Noack, Ann Carus (3/26).  
The sick: Erwin Cabrera, son-in-law of Carol Bender, considering options for treatment of bladder cancer; Jon Bruss, 

recuperating from shoulder replacement surgery; Kurt Ruhnau, recovering from heart bypass surgery; Deacon 
Matthew Gatchell, awaiting sinus surgery; Jeremy LaFore and his family as he battles ALS. 

Cancer treatment: Tom Brass, friend of Bob and Geri Zaretzke; Dwayne Bira, brother-in-law of Dave Aumann; Tom Pinzl, 
Jim Nitzsche, Brian Nienabor, Jill Franklin, Allison Witte, and Roger Laubenstein. 

Collect for the week of The Fifth Sunday in Lent / Judica Sunday:  
Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your people that we may be governed and preserved evermore 
in body and soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 

Collect for The Annunciation of Our Lord (March 25) 
O Lord, as we have known the incarnation of Your Son, Jesus Christ, by the message of the angel to the virgin Mary, so by 
the message of His cross and passion bring us to the glory of His resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer and Morning or Evening Prayer from the Catechism 
 

Hymn of the Week   “My Song Is Love Unknown” (stanzas 1-2)                 430 
 

Looking forward to Palm Sunday—Holy Week                                                                                            March 28, 2021 
Hymns: 442, 454, 435, 634, 430, 443 
Zechariah 9:9-12: The prophet Zechariah foretells Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem in lowliness upon the back of a donkey.  
He who was borne up by a beast of burden became a beast of burden for us, carrying our sin away upon the cross. 
Philippians 2:5-11: Though He was God, Jesus “humbled Himself” to the point of death upon a cross. This section of Paul’s letter 
to the Philippians was probably used as a portion of the liturgy of the early church. It illustrates the mystery of our salvation. Man 
did not ascend to God to make amends for sin. He could not. God descended to us in the person of His Son and redeemed us by 
becoming a curse for us. Thanks be to God! Therefore, “God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above 
every name, that at the Name of Jesus every knee should bow...  Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 
The Passion of Our Lord according to St. Mark 14:1—15:47: This year the Palm Sunday reading of the Passion is the account 
from the evangelist St. Mark.  Mark’s account of the Passion (which means “suffering”) of our Lord is fervent and brief.  He 
records the essential events of the Passion that are also recorded in the other Gospels, but he does so with a brevity that invites us 
to dwell most on Jesus alone rather than the other characters or principal players.  Only Mark includes the account of the boy 
whose linen garment was stripped from him in the Garden, leaving him to run away naked.  In this event we see a picture of each 
one of us who, left to ourselves, have nothing to offer to God.  Indeed, the suffering and death of Jesus bids us to forsake ourselves, 
to let go of everything of ourselves upon which we might otherwise depend and trust in Jesus’ suffering and death alone for our 
salvation.  We are naked, destitute, and beggarly.  We must be clothed with the righteousness of the only One who is righteous: 
Christ Jesus.  It is the Gospel of Jesus that calls us to faith, and it is the Gospel of Jesus that enables us to bear our cross and 
follow Him.  Simon the Cyrenian, who was compelled to bear Jesus’ cross, has for centuries been held up as an example of what it 
is to be a Christian.  He didn’t ask to be thrust into this role and, given the choice, he would not have chosen it for himself.  
Nevertheless, he was “compelled to carry the cross” even as we are “compelled” by the very grace of Christ alone to bear our 
cross, suffer all, even death, rather than fall away from Him who gave His life for us all.  St. Mark’s account of the Passion 
culminates with the confession of the Centurion: “Truly this was the Son of God.”  This is the goal of Mark’s Passion, that we all 
confess this same faith: Jesus Christ is the Son of God and our only Savior from sin. 
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