
The Congregation at Prayer 
A Guide for Daily Meditation and Prayer 

For the Week of the Third Sunday after Trinity 
June 20 through June 27, 2021 

 

Catechesis Notes for the Week — Psalm 119: Zayin and Heth—Meditations upon God’s Word—The Zayin section of 
psalm 119 calls upon the Lord to remember his servant based on the Word upon which God has caused the believer to trust. 
The comfort of every Christian is the absolute trustworthiness of the Lord. He keeps His promises. In this section, word, law, 
judgments, statutes, and precepts are references to God’s Word. He remembers us in our affliction according to the promises 
of His Word. God’s judgments of old comfort the Christian as we see the Lord’s faithfulness clearly demonstrated countless 
times throughout salvation history. Though gripped at times by fear, yet His statutes give us a song to sing on our earthly 
pilgrimage. Every day the psalmist closes his eyes in prayer, remembering the name of the Lord and trusting in His precepts. 
The Heth section of psalm 119 teaches us that the Lord comes to us through His Word. He is the content of the Word. To 
trust in the Word of God is to trust in Jesus and to cling to Him for all of life and salvation. This section extols the baptismal 
life of daily contrition and repentance in which we die to sin and flee to the Lord for forgiveness and renewal. This is what it 
means to “keep His words…commandments…and precepts.” It is not that we have no sin, but in the spiritual warfare we are 
constantly returning to the Lord in repentance. By His mercy and forgiveness, we are raised up and refreshed. The earth is 
full of the Lord’s mercy in the preaching of the Gospel. To be “taught His statutes” is to be tutored by the Word to learn to 
believe in His mercy as the fountain and strength for our lives. In this section, words, word, testimonies, commandments, law, 
righteous judgments, precepts, and statutes are the references to God’s Word. 

 

The Order of Meditation and Prayer 
Pray and confess loud as much from the order of meditation and prayer as you are able, or as your family size and ages dictate. Learn 
by heart the verse, catechism, and hymn of the week.  

Theme: Christ Comes for Sheep that Stray! 
Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Apostles’ Creed 

Verse: Micah 7:18 
Who is a God like You,  
pardoning iniquity and passing over the transgression of the remnant of His heritage?  
He does not retain His anger forever,  
because He delights in mercy. 

Psalm 119: Zayin and Heth and/or the appointed daily psalms listed below.  
Prayer on the Psalm: O most merciful God and Father, remember me in my weakness and distress according to the promises 

of Your Word. Give me a repentant heart, teach me to confess my sins in my evening prayers, sustain me by your grace 
throughout my earthly pilgrimage, and grant me to know that when I receive Your Word, I have Your Son with His every 
grace and blessing. You—O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—are my portion forever. Teach me Your statutes that I may live in 
You, even as You live in me, for You live and reign, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Daily Psalms Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 
Morning 
Evening 

117, 118 
120, 121 

119:1-24 
119:25-48 

119:49-72 
119:73-88 

119:89-112 
119:113-136 

119:137-152 
119:153-176 

122, 123 
124 

125, 126 
127 

128, 129 
130 

Bible Readings for the Week: 
 Bible Narrative Second Reading 
Sunday 
Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
 
Friday 
Saturday 

Parable of the Prodigal Son—Luke 15:11-32 
Peter’s Vision—Acts 10:1-23 
Peter Preaches to the Household of Cornelius—Acts 10:24-48 
Peter Defends Preaching the Gospel to the Gentiles—Acts 11:1-18 
Barnabas and Saul Are Sent to Antioch—Acts 11:19-30 
Nativity of St. John the Baptist—Luke 1:57-80 
Herod Beheads James and the Lord Delivers Peter—Acts 12:1-24 
Saul and Barnabas Begin First Missionary Journey—Acts 12:25—13:12 

 
Romans 3:1-9 
Romans 3:9-20 
Romans 3:21-31 
Romans 4:1-12 
 
Romans 4:13-25 
Romans 5:1-11 

The Catechism: The Lord’s Prayer— The Fifth Petition 
What is the Fifth Petition?  
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

Preschool + 



What does this mean?  
We pray in this petition that our Father in heaven would not look at our sins, 
or deny our prayer because of them. 
We are neither worthy of the things for which we pray, nor have we deserved them, 
but we ask that He would give them all to us by grace,  
for we daily sin much and surely deserve nothing but punishment.  
So we too will sincerely forgive and gladly do good to those who sin against us. 

Second Grade + 

Prayers: Catechism Prayers, In Our Prayers at Peace, and the Collect for the Week 
Prayer on the Fifth Petition  

Heavenly Father, forgive us our trespasses.  Do not look upon our sins or deny any of our prayers because of them.  We are 
neither worthy of the things for which we pray, nor have we deserved them, but we ask that You would give them all to us by 
grace, for we daily sin much and surely deserve nothing but punishment.  Grant us Your forgiveness, so that we, too, will 
sincerely forgive and gladly do good to those who sin against us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

In Our Prayers this Week 
The Office of the Ministry: Rev. Anthony Dodgers and Immanuel Lutheran Church as he deliberates the call to be our                            

             Associate Pastor and Headmaster.                             
Baptismal Birthdays: Matthias Woods (6/20), Carol Zick (6/22), Marjorie Trimberger (6/23), Heather Skrepenski (6/24), 
 Cheri’ LaFore, Sara Griffin (6/26). 
Wedding Anniversaries: Bryan and Kathy Stoltenberg (6/21), Mathew and Emily Bender, Stan and Joan Heine (6/23), 
 Brett and Kara Rhode (6/26). 
Thanksgiving for healing: Donna Lovas after a fall; Paul Schneider and Frank Kopling from surgery. 
The sick: Rev. Jon Leider recovering from a stroke and recent seizures; Luise Bollmeyer, recuperating at home; Barb 

Lavann, recuperating from a second back surgery and several strokes; Jeremy LaFore and his family as he battles ALS. 
Cancer treatment: Tom Pinzl for recuperating from major bladder surgery; Gabby Hartwig continuing treatment for 

childhood cancer; Rev. Timothy Kinne, Erwin Cabrera, Jim Nitzsche, Aburuyeba Amaso, Jill Franklin, and Alison Witte 
in various stages of cancer treatment. 

Collect for the Third Sunday after Trinity 
O God, the protector of all who trust in You, without whom nothing is strong and nothing is holy, multiply Your mercy on us 
that, with You as our ruler and guide, we may so pass through things temporal that we lose not the things eternal; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Collect for the Nativity of St. John the Baptist 
Almighty God, through John the Baptist, the forerunner of Christ, You once proclaimed salvation.  Now grant that we may 
know this salvation and serve You in holiness and righteousness all the days of our life; through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer and Morning or Evening Prayer from the Catechism 
 

Hymn of the Week    “Today Your Mercy Calls Us”                 915 
 

Looking forward to the Fourth Sunday after Trinity                                                                                                    June 27, 2021 
Hymns: 815, 760, 696, 602, 643, 828 
Genesis 50:15-21: Joseph, who forgave his brothers, stands as an icon to us of Christ. In the death of Jesus, the devil, the 
world, and our sinful flesh meant evil against Him but God meant it for good, to save many people alive as it is this day. All 
of the “wicked and evil things” that happen in the lives of Christians still bear the stamp of God’s approval, not because He 
delights in evil, but to turn evil into our eternal good. Joseph is an icon of Christ because he endured all manner of 
wickedness at the hands of his brothers which God used to bring about their repentance and salvation. 
Romans 12:14-21: The Gospel is radical: it proclaims forgiveness and mercy from God to sinners as a free gift of His grace 
in Christ Jesus. On account of Jesus’ death, God freely forgives. Faith in this Gospel is equally radical: it results in a similar 
disposition of love and mercy to other sinners as God has shown to us. Faith lets God be God and commends even our 
enemies to Him that they might be saved. Faith suffers persecution and faith bears the afflictions of others, and faith does it 
all willingly for Jesus’ sake. For this reason, Paul says, “Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. Rejoice with 
those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep.” 
Luke 6:36-42: “Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful” (vs. 36). “Jesus is not speaking here of the kind of mercy that 
human reason commends and suggests to us. This is a mercy which is selfish and self-seeking, which gives to those who are 
important and learned, to those who have earned it and merited it, to those whom it loves or who are beautiful, to those from 
whom it can expect some benefit or advantage. This is a particular, beggarly, tattered and tousled mercy. For if I give to 
him who has earned it, or if I consider beauty or friendship, I am only performing a duty or paying a debt and not carrying 
out an act of mercy at all... The mercy of Christians does not seek its own advantage or repayment of any kind. It ... [is] 
always extended in all directions. We ... open our eyes and keep them fixed on all men alike, on friend and foe, and [are] 
merciful, even as our heavenly Father is merciful.” - Martin Luther 
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