
The Congregation at Prayer 
A Guide for Daily Meditation and Prayer 

For the Week of the Third Sunday after Trinity 

July 3 through July 10, 2022 
 

Catechesis Notes for the Week — This Week’s Bible Stories from St. Luke—Jesus’ promises in the Gospel are the basis for 

every petition of the Lord’s Prayer and Jesus’ teaching on prayer in the Parable of the Friend at Midnight.  We can be absolutely 

confident that our heavenly Father hears our prayers and answers them when we “ask, seek, and knock” on the basis of His 

promises to us in the Gospel of His Son.  Every petition of the Lord’s Prayer is God’s Word and God’s promise to us, so that we 

might be bold and confident when we cry out to Him.  In a House Divided Cannot Stand, Jesus answers those who accused Him 

of being in league with the devil.  Satan’s kingdom is not divided against itself. Satan’s kingdom is in opposition to God, but Jesus is 

the Stronger Man who has come to bind Satan as He demonstrated in the casting out of unclean spirits and restoring to newness of 

life those who had been in bondage. At the Dinner at a Pharisee’s House, Jesus called the self-righteous Pharisees and lawyers to 

repentance for teaching a theology of works-righteousness and for rejecting God’s mercy for sinners.  Their disdain for God’s 

mercy was the motivating force for the persecution of the prophets down through the centuries, but for those who are brought to 

repentance, Jesus is the Savior of sinners and the Teacher of eternal life with God. Confessing Christ, begins with warnings about 

the works-righteous doctrine of the Pharisees, who would seek salvation by human merit, followed by an encouragement not to fear 

those who would kill us for our confession of faith in Christ.  Martyrdom gives witness to Christ and, if we are called to endure it, 

we should not fear it but rather rejoice that we in our death might bear witness to the death and resurrection of Christ for the 

salvation of the world.  Jesus warns that those who deny the confession of Christ have no place in heaven but promises that those 

who confess Him will also be confessed before His Father in heaven.  It is the Holy Spirit, through the Word of God, that will teach 

us what to say in the face of persecution for the name of Jesus.  The Parable of the Rich Fool warns us of the covetousness that is 

a part of our sinful nature and which wars against the confession of faith in Christ.  To be “rich toward God” is to cling to Christ 

alone. 
 

The Order of Meditation and Prayer 
Pray and confess out loud as much from the order of meditation and prayer as you are able, or as your family size and ages dictate. 

Learn by heart the verse, catechism, and hymn of the week.  

Theme: It Is Right to Make Merry When God Restores the Prodigal! 
Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Apostles’ Creed 

Verse: Luke 15:7b 
“There will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents  

than over ninety-nine just persons who need no repentance.” 

Psalm 55 and/or the appointed daily psalms listed below.  

Prayer on the Psalm:  

Daily Psalms Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 
Morning 
Evening 

137, 138 

139 

140, 141 

142, 143 

144 

145 

147 

146 

148 

149, 150 

1, 2 

3 

5 

4, 6 

8, 9 

7 

         

Bible Readings for the Week: 
 Bible Narrative Second Reading 

Sunday 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

The Parable of the Prodigal Son—Luke 15:11-32 

The Lord’s Prayer & the Parable of the Friend at Midnight—Lk. 11:1-13  

A House Divided Cannot Stand—Luke 11:14-36  

The Dinner at a Pharisee’s House—Luke 11:37-54 

Confessing Christ—Luke 12:1-12  

The Parable of the Rich Fool—Luke 12:13-34  

Sunday’s OT and Epistle—Genesis 50:15-21 

 

Habakkuk 1:12—2:4 

Habakkuk 2:5-20 

Habakkuk 3:1-16 

Habakkuk 3:17-19 

Lam. 1:1-5, 11-14 

Romans 12:14-21 

The Catechism: The Lord’s Prayer—Third Petition 

What is the Third Petition? 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Preschool + 

What does this mean? 

The good and gracious will of God is done even without our prayer,  

but we pray in this petition that it may be done among us also. 

First Grade + 



How is God’s will done? 

God’s will is done 

when He breaks and hinders  

every evil plan and purpose of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature,  

which do not want us to hallow God's name or let His kingdom come; 

and when He strengthens and keeps us firm in His Word and faith until we die.  

This is His good and gracious will. 

Third Grade + 

Prayers: Catechism Prayers, In Our Prayers at Peace, and the Collect for the Week 
 

Prayer on the Third Petition of the Lord’s Prayer 

Heavenly Father, Your good and gracious will is to keep and preserve us in the true faith. Your good and gracious will is 

done without our prayer and does not depend upon us.  For this we give You thanks.  Forgive us for not trusting that You 
promise to preserve us in Christ.  Break and hinder every evil plan and purpose of the devil, the world, and our sinful 

nature, which do not want us to hallow Your name or let Your kingdom come.  Strengthen and keep us firm in Your Word 

and faith until we die; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen.  

In Our Prayers this Week 

Baptismal Birthdays: Sandy Lueck (7/3), Rosie Kopling (7/6), Anders Rhode (7/8), Mitchell Dubnicka, Gus Kütemeier (7/9). 
The Sick: Jeremy LaFore and Doug Pom recovering from surgery; Marlene Schaefer hospitalized and recovering following 

a heart attack and stroke; Walter Schmudlach, Mark’s father, recovering from a stroke; Jill Franklin continuing treatment 

after surgery; Jim Weber in rehab; John Paul Beine and Amy Bruss, in extended therapy; Barbara Wieting, receiving 
chemotherapy; Josiah Boehringer & Todd Fredrich with cancer. 

Hospice Care: Cliff Evans 
Peace for the war in Ukraine 
Those Who Mourn: the family and friends of Jim Zindl who died last Sunday (6/26) 

Collect for the Third Sunday after Trinity 

O God, the protector of all who trust in You, without whom nothing is strong and nothing is holy, multiply Your mercy on us 
that, with You as our ruler and guide, we may so pass through things temporal that we lose not the things eternal; through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer and Morning or Evening Prayer from the Catechism 

Hymn of the Week    “Chief of Sinners Though I Be”           611 

Looking forward to the Fourth Sunday after Trinity                                                                                    July 10, 2022 

Hymns: 544, 852, 617, 760, 932, 698 

Genesis 50:15-21: Joseph, who forgave his brothers, stands as an icon to us of Christ. In the death of Jesus, the devil, 

the world, and our sinful flesh meant evil against Him but God meant it for good, to save many people alive as it is this 

day. All of the “wicked and evil things” that happen in the lives of Christians still bear the stamp of God’s approval, 

not because He delights in evil, but to turn evil into our eternal good. Joseph is an icon of Christ because he endured 

all manner of wickedness at the hands of his brothers which God used to bring about their repentance and salvation. 

Romans 12:14-21: The Gospel is radical: it proclaims forgiveness and mercy from God to sinners as a free gift of His 

grace in Christ Jesus. On account of Jesus’ death, God freely forgives. Faith in this Gospel is equally radical: it results 

in a similar disposition of love and mercy to other sinners as God has shown to us. Faith lets God be God and 

commends even our enemies to Him that they might be saved. Faith suffers persecution and faith bears the afflictions of 

others, and faith does it all willingly for Jesus’ sake. For this reason, Paul says, “Bless those who persecute you; bless 

and do not curse. Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep.” 

Luke 6:36-42: “Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful” (vs. 36). “Jesus is not speaking here of the kind of 

mercy that human reason commends and suggests to us. This is a mercy which is selfish and self-seeking, which 

gives to those who are important and learned, to those who have earned it and merited it, to those whom it loves or 

who are beautiful, to those from whom it can expect some benefit or advantage. This is a particular, beggarly, 

tattered and tousled mercy. For if I give to him who has earned it, or if I consider beauty or friendship, I am only 

performing a duty or paying a debt and not carrying out an act of mercy at all... The mercy of Christians does not 

seek its own advantage or repayment of any kind. It ... [is] always extended in all directions. We ... open our eyes 

and keep them fixed on all men alike, on friend and foe, and [are] merciful, even as our heavenly Father is 

merciful.” - Martin Luther 

 


