
 Announcements 

SERVING THIS WEEK 
Organist: Jordan Fischer 

Altar Committee: Cheryl Piper 

Communion Committee: Sharon Martin, Mary Nitzsche, Melody Ruhbusch,  

 Nicola Giordano 

Sunday   7:45am Elder: Matthew Voss 

Sunday 10:30am Elder: Paul Kachelmeyer 

Wednesday 6:30pm Elder: Philip Gehlbach 
 

LAST WEEK AT PEACE  
Sunday, March 23 – 120 (7:45)    122 (10:30)  Bible Class – 87 

Monday, March 24 (Didache) – 27 

Wednesday, March 26 – 168 

Thursday, March 27 - Chapel – 43         CBBS - 43 
 

 

Altar Flowers are given in celebration of Randy and Pam Kirk’s 32nd 

wedding anniversary. 
 

 

Last Week’s Offering: 
General fund: $   6,756.00 

Mercy fund: $        50.00 

International Mission fund: $      231.10 

   $   7,037.10 
 

TOTAL OFFERINGS GIVEN IN MARCH 2025: 
General funds received in March:  $ 29,388.00 

Goehner Scholarship funds received in March: $        20.00 

Mercy funds received in March: $        95.00 

Int. Mission funds received in March: $      256.10 

   $ 29,759.10 
 

 

 Peace Lutheran Church and Academy 
W240 N6145 Maple Avenue, P.O. Box 123, Sussex, WI  53089 

Office: (262) 246-3200 

The Rev. Peter C. Bender, Senior Pastor ⎯ (262) 370-1189 

The Rev. Gary V. Gehlbach, Asst. Pastor ⎯ (262) 325-3032 

 

Divine Service: Sunday – 7:45 and 10:30 a.m. and Wednesday – 6:30 p.m. 

Bible Class and Sunday School: Sunday – 9:15 a.m. 

  

Peace Lutheran Church and Academy 

The Fourth Sunday in Lent — March 30, 2025 
 

THEME: Jesus Is the Bread of Life 
Jesus fed the 5,000 at the time of the Passover.  Great multitudes came to 

Him with all their diseases and maladies.  They came to hear His preaching 

and to receive the hope of salvation.  All of Jesus’ miracles were wonderful 

signs of the salvation He came to bring.  By feeding the 5,000 at the time of 

Passover, He showed them that HE was the fulfillment of the Passover.  He 

would fulfill the Law.  He would give them freedom from the slavery to sin, 

death, and the power of Satan.  He is the source of life—the very Bread of 

Life Himself.  Despite this, they misinterpreted His miracle.  Instead of 

seeing Him as the Savior from all their sins and the devastating effects that 

sin brought upon this world, they saw Him as a “bread king” who could 

meet their every self-centered demand.  He was “the Prophet greater than 

Moses,” but they treated Him the same way that Moses was treated.  They 

would grumble and complain if they didn’t get their way.  In faithfulness to 

the promises of the Gospel, Jesus continued to do what the Father had called 

Him to do.  He would go to the cross for a sinful and rebellious people.  It is 

only after His resurrection that those who confessed Him to be the Messiah 

would understand more clearly the nature of His work.  In the miracle of the 

Feeding of the 5,000 we see a foreshadowing of the Lord’s Supper.  In this 

sign He calls us to believe in Him and to worship Him in humble and 

contrite faith. 
 

Holy Baptism We rejoice with Chuck & Janeen Hartwig as their daughter 

Martha Gabrielle is received into the kingdom of God through the waters of 

Holy Baptism at the 10:30 service this morning. “Be baptized … for the 

forgiveness of sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit … the promise is to you 

and your children” (Acts 2:38-39). Martha’s sponsors are Brandon Medinger 

and Sarah May. 
 

Guests—Welcome to our Divine Service! We are pleased that you are with 

us. If we can assist you in any way with questions about our confession of 

faith, spiritual struggles, understanding our liturgical service, or any other 

need, please let us know. It is our prayer that the Gospel of Jesus Christ will 

strengthen and comfort you. Before you leave this morning, please sign our 

guest register in the narthex. 
 

Pastoral Care and Guests at the Lord’s Supper We are concerned about 
the spiritual welfare of all who commune at the Lord’s Table. If you are a 

guest and desire to commune, please speak to the pastor before the service. 

Our altar is open to those who confess oneness with us in doctrine, are 

members of our congregation or sister congregations of the LCMS and are 

not under church discipline in another congregation.  



WE GATHER TO HEAR GOD’S WORD — “Put on the Lord Jesus 

Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts.” (Rom. 13:14). 

Each week the faithful gather to receive the Word of their Lord. 
 

THIS WEEK: 

• Private Confession and Absolution: Sundays 6:30 to 7:00 a.m. 

or by appointment, by calling Pastor Bender at 262-370-1189 

• Sunday:   Divine Service 7:45 & 10:30 — Lent 4 

Bible Class 9:15 — Philippians 2 

• Daily Chapel: Mon, Tues, Thur, Friday at 8:30 

• Monday:  Didache at 6:00 — The Passover 

• Wednesday:  Lenten Divine Service at 8:00, 2:30 & 6:30  

• Thursday:  Matins with Communion at 8:30 

Coffee Break Bible Study at 9:30 
 

Family Prayer Devotional Studies will be recorded by Pastor Bender and 

posted online weekly in preparation for each Family Prayer lesson. The 

lesson this week is Jesus Prays in the Garden of Gethsemane — Matthew 

26:36-56. Throughout the Sundays of Lent our family prayer and Sunday 

School lessons will focus upon readings from the Passion. This week’s 

lesson focuses upon Jesus’ prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane. Jesus yields 

to the Father’s will which is the essence of Christian prayer. Look for the 

Family Prayer lesson and podcast on the congregation website under the 

Family Prayer tab. 
 

Adult Catechesis (Didache) with Compline: We are on Lesson 22 – The 

Passover, which is the first lesson on the Sacrament of the Altar. Three 

weeks remain in this year’s Didache class. We will meet in the nave as we 

begin our discussion of the Lord’s Supper, showing the altar and all of the 

practices associated with Holy Communion. 
 

Lenten Midweek Sermon Series 2025—St. Luke Passion 

We will meditate on the St. Luke Passion at the Wednesday Midweek 

Services, Palm Sunday, Holy Wednesday, and Good Friday Tenebrae. The 

corresponding Old Testament readings are from the Congregation at Prayer. 

Wednesday Midweek services are at 8:00am, 2:30pm, and 6:30pm. Listed 

below are all the upcoming festival services 
 

Midweek Lent 4—April 2: Peter Denies His Lord—Luke 22:54-62 

Midweek Lent 5—April 9: Jesus Before the Sanhedrin—Luke 22:63-71 

Palm Sunday—April 13: Jesus Before Pilate and King Herod—Luke 23:1-12 

Holy Wednesday—April 16: The King of the Jews is Mocked—Luke 23:13-38 

Maundy Thursday–April 17: Jesus Washes the Disciples Feet-John 13:1-15, 34-35 

Good Friday Tenebrae, April 18 at 9am: Jesus’ Death and Burial–Lk. 23:39-56 

Good Friday Divine Service at 3pm and 7pm—The St. John Passion 

Easter Vigil, April 19 at 7:30pm Confirmations and Reception of New Members 

Easter Festival Divine Service, April 20, at 7:45 and 10:30 

Youth Group, Sunday, April 6—A Buffet of Beliefs 
Our high school and college-aged youth will meet with Pastor Bender on 

Sunday, April 6 for lunch and study after the 10:30 service. Contemporary 

challenges to the Christian faith and spiritual support for each of our young 

adults is always the order of the day. Our gathering will conclude by 1:30. 
 

Your Comprehensive Source for News, Information & Truth… 

Issues, Etc. is a radio talk show and podcast produced by Lutheran Public 

Radio in Collinsville, IL and hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken. Recent 

teachings include: Christians & Public Schools; God Promises in Isaiah; A 

Pro-Family Housing Agenda; The Effect of Same-Sex Marriage on 

Children; “The Day of the Lord” in the Bible and more. You can listen at 

your convenience at issuesetc.org, Amazon Alexa, Google Home, Apple 

HomePod, TuneIn, the LPR mobile app and a podcast provider. 

 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 

Fish Fry Drive-thru will be April 4 and 11 from 5:00-7:00. Please join 

us and help support the Academy.  
 

Easter Breakfast News!!! Please join us for Easter breakfast on Sunday 

April 20, after the 7:45 Divine Service. To help us plan, sign up on the 

clipboard next to the kitchen if you plan to attend. Details on how you may 

service/help will be coming shortly. 
 

Easter Lily Sign-up – 15 lilies are needed to adorn the altar for Easter. A 

sign-up sheet is on the board next to the church kitchen. Make checks 

($16/ea.) payable to Peace Lutheran Church. You are welcome to take home 

your altar lilies after services on Easter. 
 

Board of Elders meets Tuesday, April 8 at 6:00 p.m. (note this is one week 

earlier than usual) 

Board of Properties meets Tuesday, April 15 at 7:00 p.m. 

Board of Education meets Tuesday, April 15 at 7:15 p.m. 

Parish Council meets Tuesday, April 29 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Weekly RaiseRight Report: Week of 3/23/2025 

Number of families participating: 7 (in-person) + 7 (online) 

Attendance: 392 

Gross sales: $2,050     Profit earned this week $54.88 

Total profits earned this fiscal year: $6,427.23 

Profit paid to the Academy: $5,758.04 
 

Sign up for the RaiseRight App to use on your phone while shopping. The 

app is available from the App Store or Google Play as RaiseRight 

Fundraising. You will need our specific Enrollment Code: 9L292E7881L5. 

https://wtv9t5cab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001YJVsNpLWEdy78EnfwDU9oxqKpt-o6OOG8x4TyBK0NfYFM3QwdmsxgCU6Ap7xT0EDTeXe7RxfyIXTxrYCQ9V6yQb5I1PEbjPpmbbKWmlfP8_Vd5DZcdYIrLQp3QL_i3DgX3vCgQn45uV4BRCi02RS-XaJZ8a56bAW&c=TrBJgRCQ06VkkFBGa4HpesxC7K9Ex_S3dxbPsE7ntUWrCcpMc-rfNw==&ch=72MTFgxEpxykAFRDULsds1UISlJvZ-kJ42UMIR7KnNI_5HYGWYMAUg==


Sunday Order of Service 
The Fourth Sunday in Lent / Laetare Sunday 

March 30, 2025 

Divine Service Setting Two 

Lutheran Service Book p. 167 
 
Please follow the order of service printed in the hymnal beginning on page 

167. The propers for the day (readings, hymns) are listed below. 

 

Hymn of Invocation               642 

“O Living Bread from Heaven” 

 

Sacrament of Holy Baptism in the 10:30 a.m. service     268 

Martha Gabrielle Hartwig 

 

Introit sung by the choir  
 

 Antiphon (Is. 66:10)  

 Rejoice ye with Jerusalem and be glad with her, 

  all ye that love her.  

 Rejoice for joy with her, 

  all ye that mourn for her. 
 

 Psalm  (Ps. 122:1) 

 I was glad when they said unto me: 

  “Let us go into the house of the LORD.” 
 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son  

  and to the Holy Ghost: 

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

  world without end. Amen.  (Antiphon is repeated) 

 

Old Testament Reading            Exodus 16:2-21 

The Lord provides manna in the wilderness. 

 

Choral Response           

“O Taste and See” – Ralph Vaughan Williams 
 

 O taste and see how gracious the Lord is:  

  blest is the man that trusteth in Him. 

 

 

 

Epistle        Galatians 4:21-31 

The son of the bondwoman and the Son of the free woman. 

 

Choral Verse 

“I Called to My God for Help” – Richard W. Gieseke 
 

I called to my God for help; He heard me from His temple. 

His arm reached down to save and rescue me from my foes. 

The manna from heaven for Israel is His Son, the Bread of Life! 

 

Holy Gospel                    John 6:1-15 

The Feeding of the 5,000 

 

Hymn of the Day                 743 

“Jesus, Priceless Treasure” 
Choir sings stanza 2 

 

Proper Preface for Lent 

It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in 

all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting 

God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; who overcame the assaults of 

the devil and gave His life as a ransom for many that with cleansed 

hearts we might be prepared joyfully to celebrate the paschal feast in 

sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all 

the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 

evermore praising You and saying: Holy, Holy, Holy… 

 

Distribution Hymns 

“Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared”         622 

 “Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness”          636 

 

Hymn to Depart                 774 

“Feed Thy Children, God Most Holy” 


