PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH and ACADEMY

Sussex, Wisconsin
December 21, 2025 — 3:00 p.m.

The Thirty-fifth Annual

Christmas Service of Lessons & Carols

Featuring the Cherub, Seraph, Academy, Cantate,
and Senior Choirs of Peace Lutheran Church

Preservice Music
Oh, Come Little Children
We Three Kings — arr. Myanna Harvey
What Child Is This? — McAllister
Coventry Carol — arr. Myanna Harvey
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing — arr. Kitty M. Y. Leung
Ding Dong Merrily on High — Jacob Weber
Angels We Have Heard on High
What Child Is This? — arr. Kenneth T. Kosche
God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen — arr. Michael Burkhardt
Sinfonia from Christmas Oratorio (BWV 248) —J. S. Bach

CAROL CONGREGATION AND CHOIRS Once in Royal David’s City
Text: C. F. Alexander, 1818-95; Tune: H. J. Gauntlett, 1805-76; Setting: David Willcocks, 1919-2015
All Children’s Choirs: Senior Choir:
1. Once in royal David’s city 2. He came down to earth from heaven
Stood a lowly cattle shed, Who is God and Lord of all,
Where a mother laid her Baby And His shelter was a stable,
In a manger for His bed: And His cradle was a stall:
Mary was that mother mild, With the poor and mean and lowly
Jesus Christ her little Child. Lived on earth our Savior holy.
Treble Choir: Congregation:
3. And through all His wondrous childhood 4. For He is our childhood’s pattern,
He would honour and obey, Day by day like us He grew,
Love and watch the lowly maiden, He was little, weak, and helpless,
In whose gentle arms He lay: Tears and smiles like us He knew:
Christian children all shall be And He feeleth for our sadness,

Mild, obedient, good as He. And He shareth in our gladness.



Congregation: Congregation:

5. And our eyes at last shall see Him, 6. Not in that poor lowly stable,
Through His own redeeming love, With the oxen standing by,
For that Child so dear and gentle We shall see Him; but in heaven,
Is our Lord in heaven above; Set at God’s right hand on high;
And He leads His children on When like stars His children crowned
To the place where He is gone. All in white shall wait around.

Stand
INVOCATION, BIDDING PRAYER, and THE LORD’S PRAYER

Sit
CAROL ALL CHILDREN’S CHOIRS Away in a Manger
Text: Little Children’s Book, Philadelphia, 1885, sts. 1-2; Vineyard Songs, Louisville, 1882, st. 3 alt.

Tune: St. 1 - James R. Murray, 1841-1905; St. 2 - William J. Kirkpatrick, 1838-1921; St. 3 - Gerhard Schroth, 1915-73
Setting: St. 1-2 - Jordan Fischer; St. 3 - Peace Lutheran Academy students, grades 5 and 7 with teacher, Megan Braunschweig

1. Away in a manger, 2. The cattle are lowing,
No crib for a bed, The baby awakes,
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head. But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes.
The stars in the sky I love Thee, Lord Jesus!
Looked down where He lay, Look down from the sky,
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.

3. Be near me, Lord Jesus;
I ask Thee to stay
Close by me forever and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children
In Thy tender care
And fit us for heaven to live with Thee there.

CAROL ALL CHILDREN’S CHOIRS On This Day Earth Shall Ring
Text and Tune: Piae Cantiones, 1582; Translation: Jane. M. Joseph, 1894-1929
Setting: David Cherwien, b. 1957

2. His the doom, ours the mirth;
When He came down to earth
Bethlehem saw His birth;

1. On this day earth shall ring
With the song children sing
To the Lord, Christ our King
Born on earth to save us; Ox and ass beside Him
Him the Father gave us. From the cold would hide Him.

Ideo, Ideo, Ideo Ideo, Ideo, Ideo
Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!
(Therefore, glory to God in the highest!) (Therefore, glory to God in the highest!)

Plan Ahead to Attend the Christmas Divine Services:

CHRISTMAS EVE DIVINE SERVICE AT 4:00
CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT DIVINE SERVICE 8:00 P.M.
CHRISTMAS DAY DIVINE SERVICE AT 9:30 A.M.

NEW YEAR’S EVE CONFESSIONAL SERVICE AT 6:30 P.M.
NEW YEAR’S DAY DIVINE SERVICE AT 9:30 A.M.

EPIPHANY DIVINE SERVICE HELD ON WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 7 AT 6:30 P.M.

Special Thanks to...

Cherub/Seraph Choirs: Felicity Daleiden, Martin Gehlbach, Christine Haga, Greta Hartwig,
Gabriel Hermanson, Meghan Krueger, Ruth Schneider, Simeon Schneider, Luke Voss

Academy/Cantate Choirs: Elizabeth Bender, Jacob Bender, Mary Bender, Sarah Bender,
Autumn Christopherson, Tabitha Daleiden, William Daleiden, Elias Giordano, Wesley Giordano,
Beatrice Hermanson, Edith Hermanson, Ethan Krueger, Amber LaFore, Zoé¢ LaFore, Evan
Plichta, Julia Plichta, Emily Schlueter, Lydia Schneider, Talitha Schneider, Olivia Volquardsen,
Kali Welch

Senior Choir: Soprano — Lily Ficken, Verla Gatchell, Maggie Gehlbach, Susan Gehlbach,
Rebecca Gierach, Lisa LaFore, Nancy LaFore, Savannah LaFore, Sharon Martin, Sarah Riemer,
Rebekah Torkelson; Alto — Beth Boehringer, Megan Braunschweig, Angela Christopherson,
Louise Johnson, Kayla Kiitemeier, Lynn Leider, Sharon Murphy, Mary Ellen Nitzsche, Benjamin
Volquardsen; Tenor — Cheri LaFore, Larry Martin, Matthew Voss, Alec Welch, Kerry Welch;
Bass — Andrew Bender, August Christopherson, Clint Duessler, Jordan Fischer, Randy Kirk,
Keith Kunkel, Jason Petersen

Instrumentalists:

Violin — Sarah May; Oboe — Beth Boehringer; Bassoon — Megan Braunschweig;
Pre-service music also includes: Violin — Greta Hartwig, Ruth and Lydia Schneider;
Cello — Elisabeth and Talitha Schneider; Harp - Lydia Schneider

Academy, Cantate, Cherub and Seraph Choirs Director: Katherine May
Senior Choir Director: Rev. Peter C. Bender

Piano and Organ: Katherine May and Jordan Fischer

Liturgist and Preacher: Rev. Peter C. Bender
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C:

: Let us pray...

Grant, almighty God, that the birth of Your only-begotten Son in human flesh may set us free, who
through sin are held in bondage; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

: O God, as You make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of Your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ,

grant that we, who joyfully receive Him as our Redeemer, may with sure confidence behold Him when
He comes to be our judge; who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
Amen.

BENEDICTION
P: May He who by His incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, fill you with the
sweetness of God’s peace and goodwill; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, % the Son, and
the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always.

C:

Sit

Amen.

CAROL CONGREGATION AND CHOIRS
Text: Edward Caswall, 1814-78, alt.; Tune: John Goss, 1800-80; Setting: John A. Behnke, b. 1953

Congregation:

1.

See in yonder manger low,

Born for us on earth below,

See, the gentle Lamb appears,

Promised from eternal years.
Hail, O ever blessed morn!
Hail, redemption’s happy dawn!
Sing through all Jerusalem:
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”

All Women and Children:

3.

Postlude

Sacred Infant, all divine,

What a tender love was Thine,

Thus to come from highest bliss

Down to such a world as this.
Men: Hail, O ever blessed morn!
Women: Hail, redemption’s happy dawn!
All: Sing through all Jerusalem:

“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”

The offering will be received at the door.
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See in Yonder Manger Low

All Men:
2. Lo, within a stable lies
He who built the starry skies,
He who, throned in height sublime,
Sits amid the cherubim.
All: Hail, O ever blessed morn!
Hail, redemption’s happy dawn!
Sing through all Jerusalem:
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”

Congregation:
4. Teach, O teach us, holy Child,
By Thy face so meek and mild,
Teach us to resemble Thee
In Thy sweet humility.
Hail, O ever blessed morn!
Hail, redemption’s happy dawn!
Sing through all Jerusalem:
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”

Final from Organ Symphony No.1, Op. 14 — Louis Vierne

3.God’s bright star, o’er His head,
Wise Men three to Him led;
Kneel they low by His bed,
Lay their gifts before Him,
Praise Him and adore Him.
Ideo, Ideo, Ideo
Gloria in excelsis Deo!
(Therefore, glory to God in the highest!)

CAROL SENIOR CHOIR

4.0n this day angels sing;
With their song earth shall ring,
Praising Christ, heaven’s King,
Born on earth to save us;
Peace and love He gave us.
Ideo, Ideo, Ideo
Gloria in excelsis Deo!
(Therefore, glory to God in the highest!)

Heaven’s Dawn Is Breaking Brightly

Text: Andrej Hlinka, 1864-1938; Tune: Traditional Slovak carol; Translation: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919-2008
Setting: Carl F. Schalk, 1929-2021

1. Heaven’s dawn is breaking brightly,
Happy Christmas morn!
Of the blessed Virgin Mary,
Jesus Christ is born.
To Him let us sing
Praise and honor bring:
O Thou precious, tender Infant,
To Thy name we sing;
O Thou precious, tender Infant,
To Thy name we sing!

FIRST LESSON ETHAN KRUEGER

2. Hark, the angel song proclaiming:
“Peace to all the earth!
Have no fear, I bring you tidings.
Of the Savior’s birth!”
To Him let us sing
Praise and honor bring:
O Thou precious, tender Infant,
To Thy name we sing;
O Thou precious, tender Infant,
To Thy name we sing!

Genesis 3:8-19

God tells sinful Adam that he has lost the life of Paradise
and that the Seed of the woman will bruise the serpent’s head.

CAROL AcADEMY, CANTATE, AND SENIOR CHOIRS

The Great God of Heaven

Text: H.R. Bramley, 1833-1917; Tune: Traditional English Carol; Setting: Carl Schalk, 1929-2021

1. The great God of heaven is come down to earth,
His mother a virgin, and sinless His birth;
The Father eternal, His Father alone;
He sleeps in the manger; He reigns on the throne.
Then let us adore Him and praise His great love;
To save us poor sinners, He came from above.

2. Lo, here is Emmanuel, here is the Child,
The Son that was promised to Mary so mild;
Whose pow’r and dominion shall ever increase,
The Prince that shall rule o’er a kingdom of peace.
Then let us adore Him and praise His great love;
To save us poor sinners, He came from above.

3. The Word in the bliss of the Godhead remains,
Yet in flesh comes to suffer the keenest of pains:
He is that He was and forever shall be,

But becomes that He was not for you and for me.
Then let us adore Him and praise His great love;
To save us poor sinners, He came from above.



SECOND LESSON ELIAS GIORDANO Genesis 22:15-18
God promises Abraham that in his Seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed.

CAROL SENIOR CHOIR Oh, Come, the Nations’ Savior
Text: Ambrose of Milan, 340-397; Translation: William Reynolds, 1812-76; Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, Wittenberg, 1524
Setting: St. 1, 4 - Hugo Distler, 1908-42; St. 2 - Kenneth T. Kosche, b. 1947; St. 3 - Samuel Scheidt, 1587-1654

1. Oh, come, the nations’ Savior;
Virgin’s Son, our life restore.
Marvel now, O heav’n and earth,
That the Lord chose such a birth.

2. He came from the Father’s will,
And lives with the Father still,
Captive leading death and hell,
Now our triumph loud we swell.

3. How bright doth Thy manger shine!
Glorious is its light divine.
Let not sin o’ercloud this light;
May our faith be e’er thus bright.

4. Praise to God the Father sing,
Praise to God the Son, our King,
Praise to God the Spirit be
Ever and eternally.

THIRD LESSON MARY BENDER Isaiah 9:2-7
The prophet Isaiah foretells the birth of the Savior.

Stand after introduction
HYMN CONGREGATION LSB 396
Arise and Shine in Splendor
The congregation may sing the hymn in 4-part harmony.

Sit
FOURTH LESSON TABITHA DALEIDEN Isaiah 11:1-9
The Christ descends from Jesse and is anointed with the Holy Spirit.

CAROL ACADEMY AND CANTATE CHOIRS
Text drawn from Isaiah 11 and 35 set by Shirley W. McRae, 1933-2018

Carol of Prophecy

1. Exultate, jubilate, jubilate Deo! 2. Exultate, jubilate, jubilate Deo!
(Exult, rejoice in God!) (Exult, rejoice in God!)
The desert will rejoice and blossom as a rose. The wolf and the lamb will live peacefully together,
It will blossom and shout for joy. and a little child shall lead them.

3. Exultate, jubilate, jubilate Deo!
(Exult, rejoice in God!)
Behold the glory and majesty of God.
Rejoice, Emmanuel will come.

Senior Choir
5. What joy to know, when life is past,
The Lord we love is first and last,
The end and the beginning!
He will one day, oh, glorious grace,
Transport us to that happy place
Beyond all tears and sinning!
Amen! Amen!
Come, Lord Jesus!
Crown of gladness!
We are yearning
For the day of Your returning.

Stand
NINTH LESSON PASTOR BENDER

All
. Oh, let the harps break forth in sound!

Our joy be all with music crowned,
Our voices gaily blending!
For Christ goes with us all the way
Today, tomorrow, ev’ry day!
His love is never ending!
Sing out! Ring out!
Jubilation!
Exultation!
Tell the story!
Great is He, the King of glory!

John 1:1-18

St. John unfolds the mystery of the incarnation.

Sit
CAROL SENIOR CHOIR Verbum Caro Factum Est
Text: 15" century English Carol based on John 1; Translation: Richard Proulx, b. 1937-2010; Tune: 15" century English Carol

Latin: Translation:

Verbum caro factum est; Word made flesh, we welcome You
Habitavit in nobis. Come to dwell among us here.
Alleluia, Alleluia. Alleluia, Alleluia.

Notum fecit Dominus Thus has God made known to us
Salutare suum. His salvation for us all.
Alleluia, Alleluia. Alleluia, Alleluia.

Prope invocavit me Close to me, He called my name;
Pater meus es tu. You my Father, I your Son.
Alleluia, Alleluia. Alleluia, Alleluia.

HOMILY PASTOR BENDER

Stand
HYMN CONGREGATION LSB 380
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

PRAYERS
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.



CAROL SENIOR CHOIR

O Chief of Cities, Bethlehem

Text: Aurelius Clemens Prudentius, 348-413; Tune: English folk tune; Setting: James Melby, 1947-2000

1. O chief of cities, Bethlehem,
Of David’s crown the fairest gem,
But more to us than David’s name,
In you, as man, the Savior came.

3. The Wise Men, seeing Him so fair,
Bow low before Him, And with prayer
Their treasured eastern gifts unfold
Of incense, myrrh, and royal gold.

2. Beyond the sun in splendor bright,
Above you stands a wondrous light
Proclaiming from the conscious skies
That here, in flesh, the Godhead lies.

4. The golden tribute owns Him king,
But frankincense to God they bring,
And last, prophetic sign, with myrrh
They shadow forth His sepulcher.

5. O Jesus, whom the Gentiles see,
With Father, Spirit, One in Three:
To You, O God, be glory giv’n
By saints on earth and saints in heav’n.

CAROL CONGREGATION AND SENIOR CHOIR

O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright

Text and Tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608; Setting: Donald Busarow, 1934-2011

All
1.0 Morning Star, how fair and bright!
You shine with God’s own truth and light,
Aglow with grace and mercy!
Of Jacob’s race, King David’s son,
Our Lord and master, You have won
Our hearts to serve you only!
Lowly, holy!
Great and glorious,
All victorious,
Rich in blessing!
Rule and might o’er all possessing!

Senior Choir
3. Lord, when You look on us in love,
At once there falls from God above
A ray of purest pleasure.
Your Word and Spirit, flesh and blood
Refresh our souls with heav’nly food.
You are our dearest treasure!
Let Your mercy
Warm and cheer us!
Oh, draw near us!
For You teach us

God’s own love through You has reached us.

Women and Children
2. Come, heav’nly Bridegroom, Light divine,
And deep within our hearts now shine;
There light a flame undying!
In Your one body let us be
As living branches of a tree,
Your life our lives supplying.
Now though daily
Earth’s deep sadness
May perplex us,
And distress us,
Yet with heav’nly joy You bless us.

Men
4. Almighty Father, in Your Son
You loved us when not yet begun
Was this old earth’s foundation!
Your Son has ransomed us in love
To live in Him here and above:
This is Your great salvation.
Alleluia!
Christ the living,
To us giving
Life forever,
Keeps us Yours and fails us never!

CAROL AcADEMY, CANTATE AND SENIOR CHOIRS

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming

Text: St. 1-2 - German, 16" cent.; St. 3 — Friedrich L. C. Layriz, 1808-59
Translation: St. 1-2 - Theodore Baker, 1851-1934; St. 3 Harriet R. K. Spaeth, 1845-1925
Tune: Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengeseng, Koln, 1599
Setting: St. 1 - Melchior Vulpius, 1560-1615, St. 2-3 - Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621

1. Lo, how a Rose e'er blooming
From tender stem hath sprung!
Of Jesse's lineage coming
As men of old have sung,

It came, a Flow'ret bright,
Amid the cold of winter,
When half spent was the night.

2. Isaiah had foretold it,
The Rose I have in mind;
With Mary we behold it,
The virgin mother kind.
To show God's love aright,
She bore to men a Savior,
When half spent was the night.

3. This Flow’r whose fragrance tender
With sweetness fills the air,
Dispels with glorious splendor
The darkness ev’rywhere.
True man, yet very God,
From sin and death He saves us
And lightens ev’ry load.

FIFTH LESSON JACOB BENDER

Luke 1:26-38

The Angel Gabriel announces the conception of the Son of God to the Blessed Virgin Mary.

CAROL AcADEMY AND CANTATE CHOIRS

The Savior of the World Is Born

Text: Four Old English Carols, 1908; Setting: Gustav Holst, 1874-1934

1. In Bethlehem that noble place
As by prophecy said it was,
Of Virgin Mary full of grace,
Salvator mundi natus est.
(The Savior of the world is born.)
Be we merry in this feast,
In quo Salvator natus est.
(In which the Savior is born.)

3. Behold, to you we bring great joy.

For why? Jesus is born today

To us of Mary that holy May
Salvator mundi natus est.

(The Savior of the world is born.)
Be we merry in this feast,

In quo Salvator natus est.

(In which the Savior is born.)

2. On Christmas night an angel told,
To shepherds watching o’er their fold,
“In Bethlehem with beasties wolde,
Salvator mundi natus est.”
(The Savior of the world is born.)
Be we merry in this feast,
In quo Salvator natus est.
(In which the Savior is born.)

4. Then compassed were the shepherds quite,
Around them shone a great light:
“Dread ye naught,” said the angel bright,
“Salvator mundi natus est.”
(The Savior of the world is born.)
Be we merry in this feast,
In quo Salvator natus est.
(In which the Savior is born.)



5. “And thus in faith find Him ye shall,
Lying poorly in oxen stall.”
The shepherds lauded God all
Salvator mundi natus est. Choir Choir
(The Savior of the world is born.) 1. In Bethlehem, the House of Bread, 2. The Babe wrapped up in swaddling clothes
Be we merry in this feast, Jesus was born, the Church’s Head. Wraps up His Church, that she enclosed
In quo Salvator natus est. Within the Church, the House of Bread, Within His flesh and blood may be
(In which the Savior is born.) Those born in Christ His flesh are fed. Clothed with divine humanity.

CAROL CONGREGATION AND SENIOR CHOIR In Bethlehem, the House of Bread
Text: Chad L. Bird, b. 1970; Tune and Setting: Thomas E. Lock

Choir Choir

3. Archangels, angels, saints above, 4. The manger held the God of life,
Magnify Him Who came in love, Who came to swallow sin and strife.
To call the hungry to His Feast, Christ, let my tongue Thy manger be,
From north and south, from west and east. That I may swallow life in Thee.

SIXTH LESSON WESLEY GIORDANO Luke 2:1-7

St. Luke announces the birth of Jesus under the Emperor Caesar Augustus.

CAROL AcADEMY, CANTATE, AND SENIOR CHOIRS Now Sing We, Now Rejoice
Text: Latin and German, 14" cent.; Translation: Arthur T. Russell, 1806-74, alt.;

Tune: German, 14" cent. Setting: St. 1-2 - Carl Schalk 1929-2021, St. 3-4 - Richard Hillert, 1923-2010

Congregation sings stanzas 5 through 7:

H ; |
Choirs Choirs H_&(_!E“ — N i | ‘h J | i . J a} i
1. Now sing we, now rejoice, 2. Come from on high to me; ) » » it » |
Now raise to heav’n our voice; I cannot rise to Thee. 5. His moth - er's flesh, which Christ as - sumed,
He from whom joy streameth Cheer my wearied spirit, 6. Born in the dark - ness of the  night,
Poor in a manger lies; O pure and holy Child; 7. 0 God made man, make us in  Thee
Not so brightly beameth Through Thy grace and merit, o — p— . i ! -— : ‘ :
The sun in yonder skies. Blest Jesus, Lord most mild, B i_i‘ i ;. I — — i N— —
Thou my Savior art! Draw me unto Thee! < ! ‘
Thou my Savior art! Draw me unto Thee! Is by His Vir - gin Bride con—su-med, The Word m-adeﬂeshma-kes
The Father's un - cre - a - ted Light, Il - lu - mines us with
All All Par - ta-kers of di - wvin - i - tw Feed us Thy flesh and
3. Now through His Son doth shine 4. Oh, where shall joy be found? ‘9 ﬁuu - % i — — —~ — " —1
The Father’s grace divine. Where but on heav’nly ground? o :' & 2 H E" } ! | r i ! VA
Death Was. reigning q’er us Where the .angéls smgmg * her His own, Joined flesh to flesh and bone to bone.
Through sin and vanity With all His saints unite, carth - Iy wine, Full of the glow of blood di - vine.
Till He opened for us Sweetest praises bringing blood, we cry; Fill us withThee, O  God Most High.
A bright eternity. In heav’nly joy and light.
May we praise Him there! Oh, that we were there! Stand
May we praise Him there! Oh, that we were there!
HYMN CONGREGATION LSB 368
HYMN Conarecarion LSB 374 o comgpmgaton oy sig .- put haonon
Gentle Mary Laid Her Child gree v SIg P v
Stanza 1: All  Stanza 2: Men Stanza 3: In parts Sit

SEVENTH LESSON KALI WELCH

Luke 2:8-16

The Angel of the Lord announces the birth of Christ to the shepherds.

EIGHTH LESSON EDITH HERMANSON

The wise men are led by the star to Jesus.

Matthew 2:1-12



