The Congregation at Prayer
A Guide for Daily Meditation and Prayer
For the Week of the Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
June 28 through July 5, 2026

Catechesis Notes for the Week— To Love Christ Above All Things — Jesus’ words are jarring: “He who loves father
or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. And
he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me. He who finds his life will lose it, and he who
loses his life for My sake will find it” (Matthew 10:37-39). Is Jesus denying the obligations of the Fourth
Commandment? No! Is He urging us to abandon our sons or daughters? No! Instead, Jesus is confessing that He alone
is our God—our Creator and our Savior. If we let go of Christ, then we have nothing! Our lives and our salvation are
entirely gifts of God through Christ. Apart from Him we do not exist, and apart from Him we cannot be saved. Jesus’
catechesis distinguishes between the First Commandment and the Fourth Commandment. The Fourth Commandment is
the first commandment under the Second Table of the Law and clearly sets up the authority of father and mother, and
their obligation to care for their children and their children to honor them, as foundational for all human relationships.
But the First Commandment, “You shall have no other gods” is greater because Christ is the source of everything. The
Gospel of God’s love in Christ creates the faith that the First Commandment demands. And the miracle of faith is that
he who loves Christ above all things loves father and mother, son and daughter in the best possible way.

The Order of Meditation and Prayer
Pray and confess out loud as much from the order of meditation and prayer as you are able, or as your family size and ages dictate.
Learn by heart the verse, catechism, and hymn of the week.

Theme: To Love Christ above All Things!

Invocation
In the name of the Father and of the "« Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Apostles’ Creed

Verse: Matthew 10:38-39
He who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me.
He who finds his life will lose it, and he who loses his life for My sake will find it.

Psalm 119:153-160 and/or the appointed daily psalms listed below.
Prayer on Psalm 119: O Lord Jesus, apart from You and Your Word we have no life or salvation. Strengthen our faith in
Your precious promises that we might call upon You every morning for all that we need to support us in this body and life;
for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Daily Psalms Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
Moming 33 35 37 40 42,43 45 48,49 51
Evening 34 36 38 39,41 44 46,47 50 52,53
Bible Readings for the Week:
Bible Narrative Second Reading
Sunday Pentecost 5: I Have Not Come to Bring Peace—Matt. 10:34-42
Monday St. Peter and St. Paul, Apostles: Acts 15:1-21 Galatians 2:1-10
Tuesday Two Blind Men Are Healed—Matthew 9:27-34 Isaiah 24:14-23
Wednesday | The Sending Out of the Twelve—Matthew 9:35-10:15 Isaiah 25:1-5
Thursday The Promise of Persecution—Matthew 10:16-31 Isaiah 25:6-9
Friday Confessing Christ Before Men—Matthew 10:32—11:1 Isaiah 26:1-9, 12-13
Saturday John the Baptist Sends Disciples to Jesus—Matthew 11:2-19 Isaiah 27:2-6
The Catechism: Lord’s Prayer—Seventh Petition
What is the Seventh Petition? Preschool +
But deliver us from evil
What does this mean? Second Grade +

We pray in this petition, in summary,

that our Father in heaven would rescue us from every evil of body and soul, possessions and reputation,
and finally, when our last hour comes,

give us a blessed end,

and graciously take us from this valley of sorrow to Himself in heaven.




Prayers: Collects for the Week, Daily Themes for Prayer, and In Our Prayers at Peace

Collect for the Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
Almighty God, by the working of Your Holy Spirit, grant that we may gladly hear Your Word proclaimed among us and
follow its directing; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen

Collect for St. Peter and St. Paul, Apostles
Merciful and eternal God, Your holy apostles Peter and Paul received grace and strength to lay down their lives for the sake
of Your Son. Strengthen us by Your Holy Spirit that we may confess Your truth and at all times be ready to lay down our
lives for Him who laid down His life for us, even Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

Daily Themes for Prayer — “Let us pray...”

Sunday: For the joy of the resurrection among us
Monday: For faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work
Tuesday: For deliverance against temptation and evil and those struggling with besetting sins

Wednesday: For marriage and family

Thursday:  For the Church and her pastors; and for fruitful and salutary use of the Lord’s Supper

Friday: For the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the persecuted and oppressed
Saturday:  For the renewal of those who are withering in the faith or have fallen away from Christ

In Our Prayers this Week — “Let us pray for...”
LCMS Convention in July
Baptismal anniversaries: Betsy Banasik (6/28); Jon Bruss, Elton Volquardsen (6/29); David Aumann, Florence Schmidt (6/30).
Wedding Anniversaries: Chuck and Jan Finke (6/28).
Thanksgiving: Tim Francis (brother of Cheri LaFore) who has completed treatment and is declared cancer free.
The sick: Jennifer Torkelson undergoing cardiac testing; Kevin Kehres, recovering from an amputation; Carol David, Jon Bruss,
and Jodi Winn in rehab.
In cancer treatment: Art Klausmeier (Mark Goltermann’s cousin) who has exhausted treatment options; Barbara Galis (Nick
Galis’ grandmother) undergoing chemotherapy for breast cancer; Bob Rothe, Michael Piper (Bob Piper’s brother), Michael Gehl
(friend of the Bruss family), Mary O Flyng (acquaintance of the Rothe family), Loretta Lampen, Tracy Espinosa, Ken Hinckle,
Diane Bulawa, and Rev. Luke Boehringer.
Those in hospice care: Sid Franklin.

Lord’s Prayer and Morning or Evening Prayer from the Catechism
Hymn of the Week “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus” 685

Looking forward to the Sixth Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 9) July 5, 2026
Hymns: 684, 699, 618, 570, 339

Zechariah 9:9-12: If you had been among those who were waiting in humble faith for the coming of the long-expected Messiah,
and it had been announced to you, “HE HAS COME!” you would have rejoiced with exceedingly great joy! The Prophet
Zechariah foretold the coming of Christ into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout, O
daughter of Jerusaelm! Behold, your King is coming to you, He is just and having salvation, lowly and riding on a donkey, a
colt, the foal of a donkey...He shall speak peace to the nations!” The announcement made through the prophet not only
pertains to the historical events of Christ’s birth and triumphal entry into Jerusalem, but it also pertains to us now! “Rejoice,
greatly! Shout for joy! Your Savior comes to you now to forgive your sins, to comfort you in sorrow, and to give you a hope that
cannot be shaken!” By His Word and Sacrament He rides into our midst to lift the burdens of troubled hearts.

Romans 7:14-25a: Paul’s catechesis on the baptismal life continues with a discussion of the ongoing problem of sin’s
corruption that continues to adhere within the Christian. Although we confess correctly that our sins are forgiven and Christ
has taken our sin away, nevertheless the problem of sin’s corruption remains within the Christian. Paul calls this being
“carnal” or “'fleshly” — his use of the term “carnal” is a reference to the ongoing problem of sin that will not be removed from
our bodies until the resurrection. We can relate to Paul’s confession, “I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good
dwells; for to will is present with me, but how to perform what is good I do not find. For the good that I will to do, I do not do;
but the evil I will not to do, that I practice.” This does not mean that we are to rejoice in being sinful, or that we are to indulge
the appetites of our flesh. But rather, it means that the struggle with sin remains because we are joined to Christ who bore our
sin in His body, so that we might learn through this struggle ever deeper reliance upon His grace.

Matthew 11:25-30: The sweetness and precious comfort of the Gospel is what Jesus is referring to when He prays, “I thank
You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because You have hidden these things from the wise and prudent and have revealed
them to babes...” Let us be babes in Christ, receiving His good gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation! To know the Son is to
know the Father and God'’s heart of love for the brokenhearted and those who are tormented by the struggle with sin. Therefore
Jesus invites us, “Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you and
learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden is
light!”




